Thailand and ASEAN

1. ASEAN: Forty-Five Years of Achievements

Since its inception in 1967, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) has made a
number of achievements towards regional peace, stability, and prosperity. Thailand has played

an active role in ASEAN from the very beginning.

Thailand is one of the founding members of ASEAN, together with Indonesia, Malaysia, the
Philippines and Singapore. The ASEAN Declaration, or Bangkok Declaration, was signed on
8 August 1967 at Saranrom Palace, Bangkok. As stipulated in the Bangkok Declaration, ASEAN
was established with an aim to promote peace and stability, and accelerate economic growth,
social progress and cultural development in the region through joint endeavours in a spirit of
equality and partnership. Over the years, ASEAN has gradually evolved and expanded to include
Brunei Darussalam (1984), Viet Nam (1995), Lao PDR and Myanmar (1997), and Cambodia
(1999).

From a loose association in 1967, ASEAN has transformed into a rules-based regional
organization with the entry into force of the ASEAN Charter in 2008 and earned world wide

recognition as a dynamic regional grouping.

The peace and stability that the Southeast Asian countries have been enjoying today to a large
extent, largely due to ASEAN's role as a forum that promotes and fosters trust and confidence
amongst its Member States. ASEAN has successfully maintained peace, stability and security in
the region through the various frameworks and mechanisms, such as Zone of Peace, Freedom
and Neutrality (ZOPFAN) (1971), Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia (TAC)
(1976), and Southeast Asian Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Treaty (SEANWFZ) (1995). To further
enhance regional cooperation in political and security issues, the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF)
was established in 1994, which now comprises 27 participating countries including all major
regional players. The ARF who serves as a forum for constructive dialogue and consultation to

promote confidence-building and preventive diplomacy in the region.



On the economic front, ASEAN has made an important milestone in regional economic
integration with the conclusion of ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA) Agreement in 1992. Since
then, ASEAN has continuously pursued closer economic cooperation in trade, services and
investment, and moved towards a single market and production base to increase the regional
competitiveness. Furthermore, ASEAN Leaders have agreed to start negotiating on the RCEP
(Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership) which will encompass 6 Dialogue Partners, i.e.

China, Japan, Republic of Korea, India, Australia and New Zealand.

ASEAN has also enjoyed functional cooperation in many areas, such as education, disaster
management, health, environment, rural development, and science and technology (S&T), to
name just a few. Such cooperation has helped increase regional resilience and enabled us to
respond effectively to challenges such as pandemics (SARS), natural disasters (2004 tsunami

and 2008 Cyclone Nargis), and other transboundary challenges such as haze and drugs.

With regard to external relations, ASEAN has cultivated close cooperation in numerous fields in
the frameworks of ASEAN+1 (with its 10 dialogue partners, i.e. Australia, Canada, China, India,
Japan, Republic of Korea, New Zealand, Russia, United States, and European Union), ASEAN+3
and the East Asia Summit (EAS). With the participation of Russia and the United States in 2011,
the EAS now includes a number of key global players. Three out of five Permanent Members of

the UNSC and eight members of the G20 are now part of the EAS.

2. Thailand’s Contribution to ASEAN

ASEAN has been and will continue to be a cornerstone of Thailand’s foreign policy. Thailand
attaches great importance to enhancing cooperation within ASEAN frameworks to build trust
and confidence among ASEAN Member States, as well as to promote peace, stability and

prosperity in the region.

Thailand’s contribution to ASEAN has been continuous and active. Under our chairmanship in
2008-2009, the ASEAN Charter entered into force and transformed ASEAN into a truly rules-
based organization. Thailand is thus fully committed to the effective implementation of the

ASEAN Charter, which is vital to the ASEAN community-building process.



Another important document adopted during Thailand’s Chairmanship in 2009 is the Roadmap
for an ASEAN Community (2009-2015) which lays down a series of actions to guide our
community building efforts in all three pillars, namely the ASEAN Political-Security Community,
the ASEAN Economic Community and the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community. Thailand believes
that progress in all the three pillars will support a strong ASEAN community building process

beyond 2015.

In the political and security field, Thailand is committed to work with ASEAN Member States to
maintain a peaceful and stable regional environment, which is vital for continued economic
development and growth in this region. Thailand has been at the forefront of regional efforts in
building trust and confidence through the various existing mechanisms and frameworks such as
the TAC, the EAS, the ADMM and ADMM Plus, as well as the ARF. We have worked actively with
our ASEAN colleagues to promote preventive diplomacy and as certain that all existing dispute

settlement mechanisms truly function.

Thailand has also played an important role in the promotion and protection of human rights in
the region, as testified by the establishment of the ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on
Human Rights (AICHR) under our chairmanship in 2009. Thailand has also actively participated
and supported the involvement of relevant stakeholders in the region in the drafting process of
the ASEAN Human Rights Declaration, which was adopted by ASEAN Leaders at the 21°* ASEAN

Summit.

In the economic field, Thailand sees regional economic integration as a means to ensuring
sustainable and equitable growth in the region, enhancing competitiveness of ASEAN Member
States, and contributing to our integration into the global economy. Thailand has been a strong
advocate for ASEAN’s regional economic integration, which has taken shape since the inception
of AFTA in 1992. Thailand will continue to play an active role in deepening regional economic
cooperation through the development of the RECEP, which will represent the size of half of the

global market and help further boost the collective vibrant economic potential in East Asia.

With 10 countries of ASEAN becoming one community, enhanced connectivity within and
beyond our region is vital. Therefore, Thailand proposed the concept of enhanced ASEAN

connectivity in a comprehensive manner, comprising physical, institutional and people-to-



people connectivity. The implementation of the Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity is one of

the top priority areas in ASEAN.

In the socio-cultural field, Thailand is a strong proponent of a people-centred ASEAN
Community as envisioned by the ASEAN Charter. Under our chairmanship, Thailand has
initiated the ASEAN Leaders’ Meeting with representatives of ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary
Assembly (AIPA), civil society organizations (CSOs) and youth to increase their interaction with

ASEAN and promote their involvement in the community-building process.

Thailand will also continue to work closely with our ASEAN colleagues to further enhance
regional cooperation in various socio-cultural areas, such as disaster management, education,
narrowing development gap, environment, public health, as well as building an ASEAN identity,

in order to achieve a caring and sharing society in ASEAN.

3. ASEAN Community by 2015: Challenges and Way Forward

Regional integration is at the heart of our ASEAN Community efforts. Thailand sees the
emerging ASEAN Community as another important milestone in an evolving process towards

closer regional integration.

The ASEAN Community is envisioned to be a peaceful, stable and prosperous community that
can effectively address present and future challenges, play a constructive role in the global
community and make meaningful contributions to regional and international peace and

security.

In today’s globalized world with intertwined economic interests and uncertain security
environment, a peaceful, stable and prosperous ASEAN Community is both economic and
strategic necessity. A strong and successful ASEAN is in the interests of countries both within

and outside Southeast Asia.

ASEAN is a diverse region in terms of geographical locations, political systems, level of
economic development, and historical and cultural backgrounds. ASEAN Member States should
work to translate the diversity into advantages and opportunities. To achieve this, Thailand

believes that it is of vital importance to maintain unity and cohesiveness in ASEAN, and look



beyond our national interests for long-term regional interests. ASEAN also needs to manage its
relations with major powers in a balanced, constructive and transparent manner to build trust
and confidence. As such, ASEAN will continue to maintain its centrality in the evolving regional

architecture.

Meanwhile, ASEAN should continue its outward looking policy to remain an important pillar of

peace and stability, as well as economic growth in the wider East Asia and Asia-Pacific region.

ASEAN’s efforts to deepen regional integration and cooperation should aim towards the long-
term goal of building an integrated East Asian region. ASEAN should utilize the various existing
processes such as ASEAN+3 and the EAS to realize the vision of an East Asian community with
ASEAN as the driving force. This will promote shared economic interest and contribute to

sustainable peace and long-term stability in the region.
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